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Final Research Project

Purpose:
This project has been created as an opportunity for you to explore episodes in American history that you find particularly interesting, were not covered completely enough in class or that have never been addressed in a class.

Objective:
Your task will be to research events in American history and then present your analysis to the class. Your project must have a central theme, the following are examples;


Change over time


Cause and effect


Compare / Contrast


Define / Identify


Critical stance / response


Evaluation


Viewpoint / reaction
Process:
Your project will be subject to peer review several times during its preparation. 

Initially, you and your partner must settle on a theme (one of my suggestions or one of your own) and choose events in American history. You will have to do some basic research to be able to draft a thesis that will be presented to the class for review.

Once your thesis is ready, the in-depth research will begin. Your project must include at least one personal interview. Films or movies may also be used as a resource, but not in lieu of the book.

Together you will create a presentation for the class to evaluate and a research paper for me to evaluate. The presentation can take nearly any form, however it can not be passive. A rubric for the presentation and a rubric for the paper will follow.

You will be given ample time to do research while in school, either in the library or the computer lab, but it is expected that you will travel to a larger library for additional resources.

The Research Paper

A good research paper is not a collection of generalizations about a topic with unrelated support from documents, books or other sources.

A good research paper is a piece of academic writing that requires a more abstract, critical and thoughtful level of inquiry than you might be used to. 

To begin a research paper, you have to have a research question or thesis. Initial research will allow you to determine if the question or thesis is viable or if it needs refinement. 

Once the thesis is refined, you must engage in wider-ranging research to immerse yourself in the works of others. The perusal of primary resources and the use of secondary resources are used to build upon your own knowledge of the subject.

The paper itself is a comparison of the opinions of experts and your thoughts and ideas on the subject. The final product will be a unique and appropriate integration of the evidence you have collected and the personal insights you develop as you learn more about the subject. You may find conclusive proof of your thesis or you may disprove it completely. Either result is appropriate, as long as the research bears it out.

Types of Research Papers

There are two main types of research papers; analysis and argument. 


In an analytical research paper, you start the research stage with a thesis for which you have not made any conclusions. This is commonly referred to as a research question. Your task as the researcher is to examine both or as many sides of the issue as possible and arrive at a new understanding. This requires critical thinking and reading and evaluation of the material. Your new understanding will be the conclusions you have drawn.

In an argumentative (persuasive) research paper, you begin by taking an informed stand on the issue and use evidence to support your stance. You will not be exploring an unresolved topic. The debatable statement or interpretation is known as your thesis. This also requires critical thinking and reading and evaluation of the material. 

Plagiarism in Research Papers

Plagiarism occurs when you deliberately use the words or works of someone else, suggest that they are your own, and don’t properly cite the source of that knowledge. 
“Writing a Research Paper.” OWL. May 18, 2008. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/ResearchW/what.html
Evaluation:
You will receive rubrics for the presentation and the paper. It is expected that you will provide a list of resources, in MLA format. Your project and research paper must have proper citations where necessary.
Timeline:

Task




Due Date

project individual / groups

initial list of resources

rough thesis

selected interview subject
initial presentation ideas

conference (discuss theme
and analysis)

finalized presentation idea

paper due

presentation due

Additional Notes:
Your research paper is expected to be substantial (8 to 12 pages). I will evaluate it against the historical writing rubric. That grade will serve as your final exam grade. Your multimedia presentation will be evaluated by the class against the visual presentation rubric and will serve as your final project grade.

Note taking is an essential part of this process. For each source you view you should create a bibliographic notation, take notes on any information that relates to your research or thesis and put anything you copy directly in quotations. Keep a list of all sources, and then discard only those that were not productive after you have completed your research.
PAGE  
2

[image: image1.jpg]